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an atomic weight 2-1) had been inferred from the bright green line in the
spectrum of the sun during the eclipse of 1869 ; although traces were said
by Nasini, Anderlini, and Salvador! (1893) to exist in volcanic gases, its
presence on the earth is doubtful. Coronium was reported in the spectrum
of the nebula of Orion by Bourget, Fabry, and Buisson (1914). In the solar
eclipse of 1915 the green line was hardly visible, but a new red line was
very prominent. Modern spectroscopy has shown that the peculiar lines
are really due to common elements such as oxygen. Mendeleeff regarded
the ether as an inactive element of atomic weight about 10~6, but the
existence of the ether is no longer assumed in physical theories. Modern
theories of atomic structure exclude the existence of atoms lighter than
those of hydrogen, or with weights between those of hydrogen and helium.